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N4G Nutrition Financing Week 

Webinar 4: Allocative Efficiency Analysis for More Nutrition for the Money:  
Country Experiences with Optima Nutrition 

Wednesday, January 26th - 9.00–10.30 am EST 
 

Agenda and speakers 

Timing Agenda  Presenters  

9:00-9:07 
AM 

Opening  Meera Shekar, Global Nutrition Lead, World 
Bank 

9:07-9:20 
AM 

Overview of Optima Nutrition  Jonathan Kweku Akuoku, Nutrition Specialist, 
World Bank 

9:20-9:25 
AM 

Country experience with stakeholder 
engagement for Optima Nutrition 
analysis 

Ritgak Asabe Sarah Dimka, Senior Health 
Specialist, World Bank (Nigeria country 
office)  

9:25-9:30 
AM 

Country experience with data collection, 
collation, analysis, and validation 

Pending confirmation: World Bank Tajikistan 
country office representative  

9:30-9:38 
AM 

Experience with analysis at the 
subnational level Pending confirmation: World Bank Pakistan 

country office representative 

9:38-10:00 
AM 

Panel Discussion: Challenges and lessons 
learned 

Moderated by Michelle Ashwin Mehta, 
Nutrition Specialist, World Bank 
 
Ritgak Asabe Sarah Dimka, Senior Health 
Specialist, World Bank (Nigeria country 
office) 
  
Aliya Kashif, Senior Health Specialist, World 
Bank (Pakistan country office) 
 
Pending confirmation: Tajikistan and Sierra 
Leone country office representatives 
  

10:00-
10:20 AM 

Q&A Moderated by Meera Shekar, Global 
Nutrition Lead, World Bank 

10:20-
10:25 AM 

The way forward – tools and evidence 
for prioritizing nutrition interventions 

Rahul Rawat, Deputy Director for Nutrition, 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
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Meera Shekar, Global Nutrition Lead, World 
Bank  

10:25-
10:30 AM 

Appreciations and close Meera Shekar, Global Nutrition Lead, World 
Bank 

 


